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IN MANY WAYSs WE LIKED MERCER ARTS CENTERe IT WAS CUL- 
TURBGLLY AND ARTISTICALLY A PGLLUTED PLACE. IT IN MANY WAYS.» WE LI§ 
TUBBLLY AND ARTISTICALLY A PGLLUTED PLACE. IT COULD BG EIGF ART 
AND IT COULD PRODUCE AVERAGE TRASE. WE WERE INTERESTED IN 
GERTAIN DECADENT ASPECTS GF AMERICAs, TKE PEENGMENA OF TEAT 
TIME: UNDERGROUND ROCK AND ROLLs FCMCGSEXUAL TEKEATER»s AND 
TEE REST OF TEAT ILLEGITIMATE CULTURE THE SAME WAY AS WE 
WERE CURIGUS ABOUT MORE PURITANICAL CONCEPTS GF ART INPSPIRED 
BY MOLUFAN OR BUCKMINSTER FULLER. IT SEEMED A STRANGE AND 
UNITED FRONT - AGAINST TEE ESTABLISEMENT. 
TEE MUSIC IN PARTICULAR CARRIED SIMILAR KIND GF 
SCEKISMs GN GNE EANDecccccee 





CUR PERSONAL INTEREST WAS TG PER FGRM VIDEGe VERY 
SGCN WE UNDERSTOOD TEE GENERIC RELATIGNSEKIP GF VIDEG TC 
GTFER ELECTRONIC ARTS AND REDEFINED TEE SCOPE GF PRGGRA- 
MINGe WE EVEN RELEASED A MANIFESTCs SG TEERE WOULD NOT 
BE A CONFUSION ABGUT WEAT IT WASs BUT TEE CULTURE TOGK ITS 
CGURSE. IT DIL NGT MAKE SENSE TG DISCRIMINATE. 

- FOR TRGSEs WEG GNLY KNOW TKE KITCKEN IN ITS CURRENT 
SPACEs WE VCULD LIKE TG ADD SGME NOTES TG ITS GRIGINs LOCATIGN 
AND GPERATIGN FROM SPRING 1671 TC FALL 1673+ TEE SYMBOLIC 
TERMINATION GF WHAT WE CAN GALL “GLD KITCEENY’ WAS TEE 
COLLAPSE GF "CENTRAL KCTELY 340 BROADWAYs WEICK AT TEAT 
TIME HOUSED AT ITS MERCER STREET ENTRANCE, "TEE MERCER 
ARTS CENTER’’,s A CONGLOMERATE GF TEEATRESs FORMER CATERING- 
AND BALL<-RGOMS AND GUR SPACEs A KITCEEN. 

SEGRTLY BEFORE TEIS CATASTROPRYs TRE DIRECTCRSEIP 
HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED TG BOB STEARNS» AND TEE KITCEEN 
MOVED TCG ITS CURRENT LOCATIGN GN VGGSTER STREET. 


TEE GRIGINAL KITCEEN WAS FORMULATED BY A CONTRIBUTION 
GF MANY PEGPLEs NAMELY ANDY MANNIKs SIA AND MIGRKAEL TSGEIUDIN, 
REYS CHATEFAMs SERIDEAR BAPATs DIMITRI DEVYATKINs AND JIM 
BURTOGNs ALL CF WEOM FELPED RUN TERE DAILY GPERATICNS» AND 
PRGGRAMMING . 

EVENTUALLY» THE FUNDING GF: TEE STATE CGNCIL GN TFE 
ARTS KELPED TC SECURE TEE RENTs AND A FURTEER CGNTINUATIGN. 
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ANYTHING ABOUT. COMING FROM MUSIC AND FILM, IT SEEMED QUITE 
A DISTANT POSSIBILITYsTG FEEL AT HKGME THERE AND ADDITIGNALLY»s 
WE UNDERSTOOD VIDEO TG BE AN ACTIVITY. NOT ART 

A PRIGRI- AT THAT TIMEs VIDEO WAS NOT "ABGVE” GRGUND SO TG 
SPEAKe THE GNLY SERIGUS EXKIBIT THAT I HAD SEEN UNTIL THEN» 
WAS TKE "TELEVISIGN AS A CREATIVE MEDIUM” AT EGWARD WISE€@S 
GALLERY» SG FGR MEs INSTEAD GF TRYING TG ESTABLISH MYSELF 
AND MY ACTIVITY WITKIN THE ART GALLERIES» IT BECAME OB- 
VIGUSs THAT I CGULD SIMPLY BYPASS THAT ART SCENE 
ALTGGETKER- TEE CGNDITIGN WERE CGRRECT FGR THATe EVERYGNE 
WAS TRYING TG BYPASS WHATEVER ESTABLISHMENT CHANNELS THERE 
EXISTED IN ALL DIRECTIGNS» FROM PGLITICS TG ART. 

AFTER ALLs THERE WAS A MUCK MGRE VALID STRUGGLE BETWEEN 

ME AND TKE MEDIUM THAN BETWEEN ME AND ANY SOCIAL SETUP. 


SINCE WE STARTED TG WORK WITE VIDEG WE KNEWs, WE 

KAD AN AUDIENCE. PEGPLE WOULD GATEER IN GUR HOME, 
FRIENDS AND FRIENDS GF FRIENDS WOULD COME 7 
ALMOST DAILY. THE TRANSITION BECAME 'INEVITABLEs WE HAD 
TG GG FROM A PRIVATE PLACEs OUR LOFT» TG A PUBLIC GNE. 


BY ITS LOCATIGN IT WAS CULTURALLY AND ARTISTICALLY A 

POLLUTED PLACEe WE COULD DOG HIGK ART AND WE CGULD BG 

AVERAGE TRASKe WE WERE INTERESTED IN A CERTAIN DECADENT 

ASPECT GF AMERICAs TEE PEENGMENGN GF TEKAT TIMES UNDERGROUND 
ROCK AND RGLLs» FOMGSEXUAL TEKEATER AND BEYGNDs, THINGS FORBIDDEN 
TEE TRUE RADICALSs STRIVING FOR TEE PURITY GF MEDIA 

GUATING BIICKMINGSTER FULLER ANT MARCHA. MELITHAN. 





